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Assessment Instruments
The positive achievement change tool is a program of risk assessment instruments that are used with juvenile offenders. It is useful in maintaining a responsive case management system as well as enabling supervision whereby the youth are assigned to the appropriate supervision based on their risk of repeating an offence. Also, it integrates the youth into programs that support their criminogenic needs and enhances their change process. This risk assessment instrument considers both the dynamic and static risks in the lives of juveniles and identifies protective factors that help in identifying the needs of the youth in regards to justice.
To start with, the PACT encompasses three areas of risk assessment. The community PACT which performs well for both youth genders of any ethnicity. It is used for youths who have been involved in the juvenile justice and as a result, have been put on supervision. It is a reliable risk assessment tool because its performance has been evaluated multiple times. In addition, the residential PACT (Baglivio, 2017) measures the changes in the protective and risk factors of a youth offender throughout their supervision and helps in anticipating the risk of repeating an offence. The prevention PACT, on the other hand, identifies suitable prevention procedure so as to enable them to reduce the risk of youth being offenders. This PACT also builds on the strengths of the system by measuring the protective factors of at-risk youths who have never been to the juvenile justice system.
The juvenile justice system mandates the use of risk assessment instruments in their proceedings; this PACT was approved by the justice system in Texas due to the validation that the pact helps in predicting recidivism. Also, the PACT first identifies which offenders pose a risk to their community (McKenzie, 2018) as well as themselves, this enables the juvenile system to decide whether to release the youths to their daily lives or serve them with detention placement. This identification is based on scientifically estimating probabilities by both qualitative and quantitative methods from the moment a youth enters the system to the time they exit. Although the preventive PACT is often used for youths who have no juvenile history, the PACT provides a common and unique language for sharing of information both between and across the different programs in the juvenile system.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The pact is useful in the juvenile justice system due to the fact that the court relies on information provided by this assessment tool to reach its various decisions concerning supervision, probation placement and release of those youths who show low risks of re-offending. Eventually, the objective of this PACT is to reduce recidivism. Some youths when assessed shoe higher risks of repeating an offence and hence when courts analyses such assessment may recommend the youth for probation placement to enable the affected youth find treatment before being released back to their community. The PACT assesses several domains of the lives of youth including mental health, substance abuse, use of free time and criminal history among others to identify prospective offenders as well as re-offenders. In Texas, the assessment showed that out of 77 juvenile who recidivated only 10 were female hence proving that males are more susceptible to recidivism than females in that state, this information is useful for court proceedings.
Conclusion
Youths often exhibit unpredictable behaviour because they are at a point in life where they want to try out different things. To manage their behaviour within the law assessment tools are required to help predict potential offenders as well as re-offenders. Furthermore, such tools are important in treating youths who are in the juvenile justice system. This is done by helping then change from their criminal past and to assist them to never backslide. This is necessary because youths do not easily learn from the mistakes they do unless someone offers to direct them, this gives the juvenile system an easy time to offer justice.
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